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CEFR IN MALAYSIA: CURRENT ISSUES AND CHALLENGES IN THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FRAMEWORK. MOHD SALLEHHUDIN (2017)
1- CEFR IS NOW ACKNOWLEDGED INTERNATIONALLY AS THE STANDARD LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY
FRAMEWORK TO ADOPT.
2- IN ORDER TO ARREST THE DECLINING STANDARDS OF ENGLISH, THE GOVERNMENT DECIDED TO
FORM A BODY THAT IS KNOWN AS THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE STANDARDS AND QUALITY COUNCIL
(ELSQC).
3- THE CEFR WAS INTRODUCED IN 2001 BY THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE WITH A VIEW TO PROVIDE “A
COMMON BASIS FOR THE ELABORATION OF LANGUAGE SYLLABUSES, CURRICULUM GUIDELINES,
EXAMINATIONS, TEXTBOOKS, ETC. ACROSS EUROPE” (COUNCIL OF EUROPE, 2001 P.1.)
4- THE CEFR WAS PUBLICLY INTRODUCED IN MALAYSIA IN THE YEAR 2013 WHEN THE CEFR
SYMPOSIUM WAS HELD IN SEPANG JUST OUTSIDE OF KUALA LUMPUR.
5- ACCORDING TO THE ROADMAP AS HIGHLIGHTED IN THE MALAYSIAN EDUCATION PLAN 2013-2015,
CEFR IN MALAYSIA WOULD BE FULLY DEVELOPED IN THREE PHASES. THE FIRST PHASE SHOULD
HAVE BEEN IMPLEMENTED BETWEEN THE YEAR 2013 AND 2015, THE SECOND WAVE STARTS IN 2016
AND ENDS IN 2020. WHILE THE THIRD PHASE, WHICH IS THE ASSESSMENT PHASE, STARTS FROM
2021 AND ENDS IN 2025.THE MOE MALAYSIA HAS ALSO SET TARGETS FOR EACH STAGE OF THE
ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMME. THE TARGETS SET TO BE ACHIEVED BY THE YEAR 2025 FOR
MALAYSIAN STUDENTS TO REACH AS THEY PROGRESS THROUGH THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
PROGRAMME ARE SHOWN IN FIGURE 2.
CEFR IN MALAYSIA: CURRENT ISSUES AND CHALLENGES IN THE 
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FIGURE 2 - MALAYSIAN CEFR TARGETS SET FOR EACH STAGE 
Stage / Level Target 
Teacher Education C 2
University B 2 / C 1
Post-Secondary school B 2
Secondary school B 1 / B 2
Primary school A 2
Pre-school A1
CEFR IN MALAYSIA: CURRENT ISSUES AND CHALLENGES 
IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FRAMEWORK. MOHD
SALLEHHUDIN (2017)
1- MAJORITY OF ENGLISH TEACHERS ARE NOT PROFICIENT IN 
ENGLISH
2- ENGLISH IS STUDENTS’ WEAKEST CORE SUBJECT IN NATIONAL 
ASSESSMENTS  
3- LACK OF POLITICAL WILL 
4- TEACHERS ARE STILL NOT ADEQUATELY TRAINED 
5- LACK OF STUDIES DONE ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF CEFR IN 
THE MALAYSIAN CONTEXT.

CONTACT HOURS VS CREDIT HOURS
CONTACT HOURS ARE THE TOTAL HOURS OF CLASS/LECTURE, LAB AND
CLINIC COOP/SHOP REQUIRED PER WEEK IN A
COURSE. CONTACT HOURS ARE USED TO CALCULATE THE AMOUNT
OF CREDIT HOURS A COURSE MAY BE WORTH. CREDIT HOURS ARE USED TO




















CLT APPLICATION IN TEACHING GRAMMAR
OTHER LANGUAGE FRAMEWORKS/APPROACHES?
BAHAGIAN PEMBANGUNAN KURIKULUM - KPM
ENGLISH TEXTBOOK
FORM 1 – PULSE 2
MALAYSIAN QUALIFICATION AGENCY - MQA

GARIS PANDUAN KURIKULUM: PROGRAM ASAS (GCF) – MQA
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